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CURRENT LEGAL PERIODICALS AND BOOK 
REVIEWS. 



Corporations. A Study of the Origin and Development 
OF Great Business Combinations and of their Rela- 
tion to the Authority of the State. By John P. 
Davis, Ph.D. New York and London: G. P. Putnam's 
Sons. 1905. 2 vols. 

These volumes, as the author stated in his preface, were 
intended to serve as an introduction to a volume on modern 
corporations, especially those in the United States. Mr. Davis's 
death, in 1903, has deprived us of the volume which would 
have been, no doubt, the most valuable in the series. The two 
volumes which represent the introduction are not the result 
of original investigation. An examination of the foot-notes 
corroborates the author's own statement that the work is to 
be considered " not as a work of historical research, but as 
an interpretation of existing and accessible historical material." 
It follows that the labors of the author have not resulted in 
adding to the stock of knowledge possessed by those who have 
specialized in this field. His volumes have, however, placed 
within reach of all students of law the fruits of the schol- 
arship of those who have investigated the original sources. 
The topics of which the author treats are as follows: The 
Nature of Corporations ; Ecclesiastical Corporations ; Feudal- 
ism and Corporations; Municipalities; Gilds; Educational 
and Eleemosynary Corporations ; National England ; Regulated 
Companies; Regulated Exclusive Companies; Joint- Stock 
Companies ; Colonial Companies ; Legal View of Corporations, 
and Modern Corporations. 

In each of his chapters Mr. Davis presents his readers with 
a concise and readable summary of what has been written 
by historians and economists upon the topic in hand. Special 
mention may be made of the chapters on Regulated, Joint- 
Stock, and Colonial Companies. Any one who reads these 
chapters will find himself well repaid. The reader will exam- 
ine with interest the map which appears in the app'endix, show- 
ing the areas of activity of National-External Corporations. 
The author is at his best in the chapters to which specific 
reference has just been made. His discussion of the Nature 
of Corporations (Chapter II in the first volume) and of the 
Legal Conception of Corporations (Chapter VII in volume 
2) is less satisfactory. He has collected and presents for con- 
sideration, the views of many authorities; but the nature of 
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the subject deprives this kind of compilation of substantial 
value unless it is supplemented by some clear analysis and acute 
original thought. 

The essay on Modern Corporations, which appears in Chap- 
ter VIII of the second volume, is interesting and suggestive. It 
opens the mind of the reader to an adequate comprehension 
of the scope of the term " Corporation Law," a term now so 
often used with only a vague conception of what are the 
limits of the field. It is a fitting conclusion to volumes which 
were intended to serve as an introduction to a more exhaustive 
study of modern corporate problems. G. W. P. 



The Law of Railroads in Pennsylvania^ Including the 
Law Relating to Street Railways. By Albert B. 
Weimer, of the Philadelphia Bar, assisted by Paul H. 
Denniston, of the Philadelphia Bar. Volume III. Phila- 
delphia: T. and J. W. Johnson, & Co. 1905. 

This book comprises Volume iii. of Mr. Weimer's work on 
Pennsylvania Railroad Law. The original publication con- 
sisting of two volumes appeared in 1893. The substitution of 
electricity for horse power in the operation of street railways, 
however, has greatly extended and developed this branch 
of carriage. As a result of this development new and com- 
plicated questions have been presented to the courts for solution. 
The book deals with these, and thus completes the work and 
brings the subject down to date. The great expansion of the law 
of negligence has been noted. Over 200 pages are devoted to 
this head alone. In all about 2,000 cases are cited. The facts 
of most of these are briefly stated, and important passages from 
the decisions quoted. This is especially true of the cases on 
negligence, and makes a reference to the reports unnecessary. 

Important statutes of the last ten years are quoted under 
such heads as : Organization and Construction ; Operation 
and Management ; Consolidation, Merger, and Holding of 
Stock; Street Railways. Forms for election returns and 
street railway mortgages are given. A very complete index 
follows. The book has to do entirely with recent cases, and 
should prove a valuable contribution to the Railroad Law 
of this state. 



Addresses : Historical — Political — Sociological. By 
Frederic R. Coudert, formerly of the New York Bar. Pp. 
xviii -|- 452. New York: G. P. Putnum & Sons. 1905. 
In this volume are gathered some of the more notable 

addresses of Mr. Coudert, one of the foremost lawyers of his 



